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Larry G. Williamson Scholarship Award

Through a generous contribution, Larry G. Williamson, Former Deputy Secretary for the PA Department of Conservation & Natural Resources [DCNR], supported the establishment of the “Larry G. Williamson Scholarship Award” in 2011 to support the attendance at the Annual PRPS State Conference for two Pennsylvania State University undergraduate students in the Department of Recreation, Park and Tourism Management.   
 
The 2012 Scholarship Award consists of full conference registration, meals and lodging for the 65th Annual PRPS State Conference at the Seven Springs Mountain Resort on March 18-21, 2012.
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Although now retired, Mr. Williamson has an impressive resume dating back to his start after graduating from The Pennsylvania State University.  Larry began is employment with the Department of Community Affairs[DCA] in 1969 to administer the local government portion of the federal Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) grants program. He managed several other community park, recreation and conservation programs of the Bureau of Recreation (Project 500, Rural Parks Program, Young Adult Conservation Corp Program, SBA Tree Planting Program, Demonstration Community Center Program), and was Director of the Bureau from 1985 to 1995.  In addition, Larry served as Director of the Bureau of Recreation and Conservation in DCNR from 1995 to 2005.  He became the Deputy Secretary for Conservation and Technical Services on January 15, 2005 and Senior Advisor to the Secretary on July 21, 2008.  Mr. Williamson has made great strides for parks and recreation.  Among his more recent accomplishments includes the formulation of the Governor’s Greenways Partnership Commission; the creation of the Community Conservation Partnerships Program (C2P2); the implementation of the Growing Greener 2 and Growing Greener 1 Programs, the Keystone Recreation, Park and Conservation Fund (Key 93) Program, PA Recreational Trails Fund Programs, and the Pennsylvania Heritage Parks Program; the completion of the Recreational Improvements and Rehabilitation Act (RIRA) Program; and the successful transition of the Bureau from the Department of Community Affairs to the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources in 1995.  These accomplishments and programs have generated over 9000 projects with over $500,000,000 in grant funding provided to local governments, non-profit organizations and regional heritage coalitions to undertake a variety of park, recreation, conservation and heritage development, rehabilitation, acquisition and planning initiatives. 
Larry is currently volunteering his time as the Chairman for the Renew Growing Greener Coalition.
Minimum qualifications for this award are:

1. Full-time student in recreation and parks curriculum at The Pennsylvania State University, University Park Campus.

2. Outstanding involvement in student activities.

3. Have a cumulative grade point average of 3.0 or equivalent.

To apply, a letter of recommendation from a Penn State University faculty member must accompany the application. Applications may be obtained from the PRPS Office or online at www.prps.org. The filing deadline is February 17, 2012.  Applications will be judged and a selection will be announced in early March.  Winners will be notified by phone.
